LETTER  L.

November 24th, 1786.

COUNT HERTZBERG has made a new attempt to inter-
fere in the affairs of Holland, which had been
interdicted him by the King, and has presented a
memorial on the subject, in which he pretends to prove
tliat crowned heads have several times stood forth as
mediators between the States and the Stadtholder; and
that the insidious reply of France stated that as fact
which was in dispute. Prince Henry believes this me-
morial has produced some effect. I ha,ve my reasons for
being of a different opinion; however, I informed him
that, if he could procure me a copy, its futility should
soon be demonstrated. I doubt whether he has even
thus much power.

Here let me remark, we are reconciled. I refused
two invitations, and he has made every kind of advance
to me, which decorum requires I should receive with
politeness.

The journey of the Duke of Weimar certainly had no
other end but that of his admission into the Prussian
service, which is to strengthen the rising fame of the
Germanic confederation. This prince in reality warmly
protects the system of those who find, in the depth of
their mystical abilities, rules for governing a kingdom.
The favor in which these systems are held continually
increases in fervor; or rather, is become visible, for it
never was cool. The brother of the Margrave of Baden,
a fashionable enthusiast, has a natural son, for whom
he wishes to provide. This is the great affair of which
he is come hither personally to treat, and he has met a
miraculously kind welcome.

Business is not quite so well. There is so much con-
fusion in domestic affairs that the King only issues
(236)t a fluctuation of plans, orders, and in-
